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GLOBAL CLIMATE STRIKE 
Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [10.03 pm]: Last Friday, I stood with more than 10 000 students, 
parents, grandparents, teachers, doctors, lawyers and artists, and, of course, my colleagues, in support of the global 
climate strike. The message was pretty clear: they want a clean, safe future, because at this time, many of the world’s 
governments, including some of our local jurisdictions, are failing us. We can understand why. Every LNG and 
fossil fuel project approval, every stifling of a renewable energy project, and every blocking of a meaningful 
climate change policy that could actually do something about the situation is another reason to take to the streets. 
Of course, we can see the climate change impact everywhere. Only in the last couple of weeks, we have seen the 
announcement of the Albany to Denmark pipeline, which is going to cost the state more than $32 million. We can 
see the crops in the midwest failing to give a significant yield for this year and looking forward, and droughts, not 
to mention coastal erosion and all the other devastating impacts of climate change we are seeing that may affect 
many parts of our state in the near and distant future. 
The numbers on Friday were quite significant. More than 10 000 people were striking in Perth, up to 100 000 were 
reported in Melbourne, and 10 000, 20 000 or 30 000 across other major capital cities in the country. This is just a little 
over a year from when the student strike activist Greta Thunberg first took to the streets, I believe, in September last 
year, when there were only one or two people. Yesterday, Greta addressed the UN Climate Summit in New York, and 
she did not mince her words. I think her words are significant, and many world leaders should listen to them. She said — 

You have stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty words. And yet I’m one of the lucky ones. 
People are suffering. People are dying. Entire ecosystems are collapsing. We are in the beginning of 
a mass extinction. And all you can talk about is money and fairytales of eternal economic growth … 
You are failing us. But the young people are starting to understand your betrayal. The eyes of all future 
generations are upon you. And if you choose to fail us I say we will never forgive you. We will not let 
you get away with this. Right here, right now is where we draw the line. The world is waking up. And 
change is coming, whether you like it or not. 

I do not think that Greta would be out of line if she were to address our own Premier on this, because the Premier 
has been pretty vocal in his support for the LNG industry, which, of course, donates many millions of dollars to 
the political parties in this state, and buys much of the social licence. We see that in advertising, and even in the 
flags on St Georges Terrace, which show the amount of influence that these companies have in our state. 
What does real action mean? It means no new fossil fuel projects, whether gas, oil or coal; 100 per cent renewable 
energy, not only domestic, but also the promotion of renewable energy across the globe; and a just transition for 
all those jobs in the fossil fuel sector. I should say that those are pretty straightforward demands, but also I would 
like to see transparency in the job numbers that are spruiked every time meaningful action is put on the table to 
address the issue of climate change, and transparency in exactly how much revenue we get from these companies 
in this state. For those reasons, I think the social contract that I have spoken about before in this place has been 
broken. It is really important that the government starts to listen, because within a year we already have 10 000 people 
striking on our streets, along with millions of people striking across the globe. As I said, unions and 2 000 to 
2 500 businesses across the country were striking on Friday, and it is only going to continue to get bigger and 
bigger until the government listens. Thank you. 

House adjourned at 10.08 pm 
__________ 
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